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Research Partnership 
• Collaboration [2009]:   

– College of Veterinary Medicine (PVM) 

– Purdue University Libraries, and  

– Purdue University Press 
 

• Project Investigators: 
– Dr. Alan Beck [HAB Expert] 

– Charles Watkinson [PU Press] 

– Christopher Charles [Project Manager] 

– Gretchen Stephens [Bibliographer] 

– Jane Yatcilla [Taxonomy] 

– Mark Newton, Deborah Maron, & now Marcy Wilhelm-South [Digital Repository] 

– Felicia Trembath [Graduate Assistant] 
 

• Grant funding [2010]: 
              Human Animal Bond Research Initiative Foundation (HABRI) 



HABRI Central Structure 
• Project design:  

– Bibliography  

– Repository  

– Online Publishing Venue  

– Digital Community Hub 
 

• Two advisory boards to insure scholarly independence: 

– Management Advisory Board: 
• Individuals involved in academia, medicine, industry, and other areas of related to 

human- animal interaction 

• Discuss issues that affect the operation and sustainability of HABRI Central.    

– Editorial Board: 
• Experts and professionals from various fields related to human-animal interaction 

• Advise on the scope of the site’s content and oversee the review process for any 
original publications.  



Developing the Bibliography 

• Agree upon HAB journals to index comprehensively 

• Identify key topics within scope of the project 

• Create “value added” features  
– Add peer-viewed and evidenced-based tags to articles 

– Index book sections in key HAB books 

• Add citations  for Editorial Board’s publications 

• Find earlier bibliographies in the field for inclusion  

• Select databases to search, prioritize retrieval, & save 
results to EndNote X5 for final edit before uploading.  
 

 



Databases Being Covered 

 

 



HABRI Central Bibliography 

• 16,700+ citations identified to date [1909-2013] 

• 14+ databases searched  

• 1,800+ journals with one or more relevant articles 

• 1,300+ peer-reviewed journals with one or more relevant 

articles  

• 1,980 book chapters and encyclopedia sections indexed 

• 550 theses and dissertations identified [1915-2013] 













HABRI Central Repository 
• Develop repository for published and unpublished material 

relevant to human-animal bond via the basic resources 
feature of HubZero 

– Identify open access material for inclusion 

– Contact publishers to obtain permission to include 
selected HAB resources 

– Standardize metadata fields within bibliography and 
repository and edit EndNote X5 export component 
appropriately  
 

• Pursue merger of the bibliography &  repository within HABRI 
Central 



Creating a Taxonomy 

• Define the scope of a very INTERDISCIPLINARY 
field of research 

 

• Work with a growing collection of citations in  
bibliography 

 

• Look to subject experts, editorial board for 
input 

 









Some Development Work 

• Requested that the “alias” function become 
prospective in addition to retrospective--i.e., 
for the tag relationship to persist. 

 

• When this was done, tag merging became 
synonymous with tag aliasing, and both 
functions are persistent. 

 

 









Additional Considerations 

• Aliasing permanently breaks the link between 
the original tag from the tagged record.  Is it 
worth it to have developers make aliasing un-
doable? 

 

• Is there room for both a controlled vocabulary 
(taxonomy, ontology) and  free-form end-user 
tagging? 

 



Challenges 

• Reconcile a controlled vocabulary (taxonomy 
or ontology) with an unregulated tag system 

 

• HUBzero was not developed to make use of a 
taxonomy 

 

• Work toward harmoniously resolving these 
two issues 

 



HABRI Central: A Work In Progress 

• Continued HABRI funding is anticipated for the 
next two years.  
 

• Bibliography to add HAB citations from liberal 
arts journals while keeping scientific literature 
current 
 

• Exploring further funding to model the creation 
of interdisciplinary taxonomies 
 

 
 



Questions? 
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