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Packaging
Overview

Packaging a plugin for distribution is easy. If you only have the two files (the PHP file and the
XML file), just "zip" them up into a compressed archive file. If your plugin uses a subdirectory,
then simply include that in the archive as well.

Manifest

All plugins should include a manifest in the form of an XML document named the same as the
plugin. So, a plugin named test.php would have an accompanying test.xml manifest.

<?xm version="1.0" encodi ng="utf-8"7?>
<extension version="1.7" type="plugin" group="systeni>
<nane>System - Test </ nane>

<aut hor >Aut hor </ aut hor >

<creationDat e>Mont h 2008</ cr eati onDat e>
<copyri ght >Copyri ght (C) 2008 Holder. All rights reserved. </ copyri ght
>

<l i cense>G\U General Public License</license>

<aut hor Ermai | >emai | </ aut hor Enai | >

<aut hor Ur | >url </ aut hor Ur| >

<versi on>1. 0. 1</ versi on>

<descri pti on>A test system plugi n</description>
<fil es>

<fil enane pl ugi n="exanpl e">exanpl e. php</fil enane>
</[files>

<confi g>

<fiel dset>

<field nane="exanpl e"
type="text"
defaul t=""
| abel =" Exanpl e"
description="An exanpl e text paraneter" />
</fieldset>
</ config>
</ ext ensi on>

Let's go through some of the most important tags:
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INSTALL/EXTENSION

NAME

FILES

This tag has several key attributes. The type must be "plugin” and you must specify the
group. The group attribute is required and is the name of the directory you saved your
files in (for example, system, content, etc). We use the method="upgrade" attribute to
allow us to install the extension without uninstalling. In other words, if you are sharing
this plugin with other, they can just install the new version over the top of the old one.

We usually start the name with the type of plugin this is. Our example is a system plugin
and it has some some nebulous test purpose. So we have named the plugin "System -
Test". You can name the plugins in any way, but this is a common format.

The files tag includes all of the files that will will be installed with the plugin. Plugins can
also support be installed with subdirectories. To specify these just all a FOLDER tag,
<folder>test</folder>. It is common practice to have only one subdirectory and name it
the same as the plugin PHP file (without the extension of course).

PARAMS/CONFIG

Any number of parameters can be specified for a plugin. Please note there is no
"advanced" group for plugins as there is in modules and components.
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