MANIFESTS

Manifests
Overview

All templates should include a manifest in the form of an XML document named
templateDetails.xml. The file holds key "metadata” about the template and is essential. Without
it, your template won't be seen by the system.

Directory & Files

Manifests are stored in the same directory as the template file itself and must be named
templateDetails.xml.
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Structure

This XML file just lines out basic information about the template such as the owner, version, etc.
for identification by the Joomla! installer and then provides optional parameters which may be
set in the Template Manager and accessed from within the module's logic to fine tune its
behavior. Additionally, this file tells the installer which files should be copied and installed.

A typical template manifest:

<?xm version="1.0" encodi ng="utf-8"7?>
<extension version="1.5" type="tenplate">
<nane>nynew enpl at e</ nane>
<creati onDat e>2008- 05- 01</ cr eat i onDat e>
<aut hor >John Doe</ aut hor >
<aut hor Emai | > ohn@xanpl e. conk/ aut hor Enai | >
<aut hor Ur| >htt p: // www. exanpl e. conx/ aut hor Ur | >
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<copyri ght >John Doe 2008</copyri ght>
<license>@G\U GPL</| i cense>
<versi on>1. 0. 2</ ver si on>
<descri pti on>My New Tenpl at e</ descri pti on>
<fil es>
<fi | enane>i ndex. php</fil enane>
<f il enane>conponent . php</fil enane>
<fil enane>tenpl ateDetai |l s. xm </ fil enane>
<fil enane>t enpl at e_t hunbnai | . png</fil enane>
<fi | enane>i mages/ backgr ound. png</fil enanme>
<fil enane>css/style.css</fil enane>
</[files>
<posi ti ons>
<posi ti on>br eadcr unb</ posi ti on>
<posi tion>l eft</position>
<posi tion>right </ position>
<posi ti on>t op</ posi tion>
<posi ti on>user 1</ posi ti on>
<posi ti on>user 2</ posi ti on>
<posi ti on>user 3</ posi ti on>
<posi ti on>user 4</ position>
<posi ti on>f oot er </ posi tion>
</ posi tions>
</ ext ensi on>

Let's go through some of the most important tags:

EXTENSION

The install tag has several key attributes. The type must be "template”.
NAME

You can name the templates in any way you wish.
FILES

The files tag includes all of the files that will will be installed with the template.
POSITIONS

The module positions used in the template.

The one noticeable difference between this template manifest and the typical manifest of a
module or component is the lack of config. While templates may have their own params for
further configuration via the administrative back-end, they aren't as commonly found as in other
extension manifests. Most HUBzero templates do not include them.
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